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Okay, so Arbor Day doesn’t 


Hi, there, horror buffs! I’m Gore Gruesome, film 
maker! Before we screen my latest epic, I'd like 
to set the record straight! Contrary to popular 
belief, horror movies are not cheap to make! Hey, 
have you checked out the price of ketchup lately? 
Man, it would be cheaper to use real blood! 
Many psychologists claim that horror movies are 


exactly give you goosebumps! 
But all the real scary titles 
like Friday The 13th, Prom 

Night, Easter Sunday, New 
Year’s Eve, Halloween and 

Mother's Day have been used! 


harmful. . .and it’s true! They ARE if they bomb 
at the box office! Then, they're not only harmful— 
they’re fatal! Especially if you’re the producer! 
But now it’s showtime! Sit back, relax, and enjoy 
this preview of my latest release, Arbor Day... 
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Now, when you make a horror movie 
today, the idea is to gross out the 
audience right at the start! Kids 
judge horror movies by their “barf 
power” so you gotta get 'em to lose 
their popcorn early! A nice, gory 
chain saw slaughter always works! 


Yep, a chain saw becomes an instrument 
of terror when you turn up the sound 
to a deafening pitch and show it slowly 
approaching a terrified girl! Then, 
you spatter the screen with blood and 
severed limbs, and the movie theater 

is filled with hysterical shrieks ... 


As you've probably noticed, there are a lot of horror 

movies around these days. The reason is, horror movies 

make big money! Modern horror films differ from the 

old Frankenstein and Dracula-type flicks because of t 
changes in taste. Today’s moviegoers are raised on 

TV violence seen on Saturday morning cartoons, 

Monday Night Football, and the seven o'clock news! (] 

They demand plenty of blood, graphic mutilations, ' i l i (5 | ( 

and all the other yecchy stuff found in films like... f ‘ ry 6 i ‘4 A ‘ i 


... usually from the 
angry USHERS . . . who 
are screaming because 
some idiot just barfed 

all over the floor 
. . . and they're gonna 
have to clean it up!! 


WRITER LOU SILVERSTONE 
ARTIST JACK DAVIS 


plot! A group of nubile coeds have to find some 
stupid reason to visit a frightening place where they 
can be terrorized and slaughtered! Having this scene 
played in the semi-nude doesn’t add anything to the 

plot, but it'll get us an “R” rating, and we'll need 
that if we want the kids to come and see the movie! 


Y 


BiR i Era ERE AA npa PH 
Hey, gang!! |_| Forgetit! | | Ahh, you're being silly! Just jæ 
It's ARBOR If we go because 13 girls disappeared |7 
DAY! Let's into those LAST Arbor Day is no reason 


allgointo | |woods, WE to act like scared children! 
Demon Forest might be = 
and plant what gets 
some trees! planted! 


so. al 


Z 
Oh, yeah!! Well, l'm 
STILL scared!! 


In almost every horror film, one girl is always a 
wimp! And she’s the one you know is going to 
survive! That’s in case any parents see the picture! 
They'll think it’s some sort of profound message! 


Next, we introduce the local lawman! He can’t be 
too bright, or he'd figure out the whole thing in 
a second, and where would that leave us? It’s hard 
enough stretching a no-plot script into two hours! 
| Don’t worry, Wimp! We'll 


ee 
invite our boyfriends! 


HAVE a boyfriend, l'II 
We'll be too busy making 


Sheriff, a perpetrator 
broke into the hardware 
store and removed from 


Shoot...! 


But... Halloween was 
SIX MONTHS AGO!! 


"| just bring my books along Sounds like 

out to be frightened! ! || and study for my finals! some kids 
kK Do pullin’ a 

Halloween 


the premises one dozen 
large plastic bags... 
fifty feet of rope... 
and one chain saw!! 
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Is that right?! Heck, 
kids pay no attention 
t' calendars an’ dumb 


Another familiar character in horror movies is the 
; psychiatrist! He provides us with psychological 
insights and motivations! He also provides us with 


The psychiatrist is usually played by some over- 
another inept authority figure the kids can laugh at! 


age has-been actor | can get cheap! | mean, how 
much work is there for an old-timer these days— 


outside of an occasional TV laxative commercial? 
ak ipa 4 


Sheriff, my name is Dr. Sigmund 
Shnorrer! I'm in charge of the 
Cuckoo Nest Mental Hospital! One {a 
of my patients, a schizo by the 
name of Druid Acorn, has escaped! 
He breaks out every Arbor Day and 
cuts off some limbs with an axe! 


Wh Si rey 
Well... no problem!! 
Someone broke into the 
hardware store, but he 
PEOPLE! Those didn’t steal an axe... A chain 


limbs I’m talking so it’s not your nut!! saw! 
about are ARMS ff pie aes a 
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He doesn’t prune 
afew TREES! |" 
He prunes a few 


(ZG | Z| 
Good Lord!! He's f 
gone automated!! || 
We've got to find [4 

him... before 

it’s too late! 


What DID 
he steal? 


"| Okay, so he 
runs away 
and prunes 

a few trees! 
What’s the 
big deal?!? 
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You'll notice that there's never much dialogue in horror 
movies, for which the audience can be grateful! 
I mean... why hire a writer to type up a bunch 
of dumb lines when I can do the same thing myself?! 


Another reason to keep the dialogue to a minimum is 
we use young actors who can’t act! It really doesn’t 
matter as long as the girls are pretty and sexy, the 

boys are handsome . . . and mainly they can all scream! 


ja eo E L V LZ Sees AUENA UR 7 
k | wonder where Hy Gee! |Ñ| (I'll betthat |/ Can you girls keep |) Oy A Ad 
H| the boys are! |J Maybe @| they're playing |4 it down? It's hard k é aN <a & rt i 
KA It's not like f they |g] a trick onus! |*) enough reading the 4 CL o 
É them to be late |fàA| got |/e| You know \|plays of Aristophanes |j 
4 for a makeout tied | 4) whatcut-ups ||| without all that 
date with us! |) up! silly chatter! 
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| really don't like to complain, but producing a horror 
film is a real challenge! You give the audience 


dismemberment and mutilations . . . and still 
they aren't satisfied! They want more . .. more... 


Oh, Sonny! You're back from 


Well, f’r bein’ such a 
the horsepistol and you brung good boy, I’m gonna make 
your Ma some nice fresh meat! I you a nice Kidney Pie!! 


MA 
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So I give 'em more. ..more...! The latest successful 
horror movie gimmick is cannibalism, and this 
little offering of mine has a healthy portion of it! 
Hmm! | hate to think what they'll come up with next! 


It’s like 
aH I'm starving...! Z4 nothing youl} 
“| How's the food? W f 
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With so many motion picture houses being 
converted into multiplex theaters these 
days, it’s very important for business 
to get the audience to really scream! 


That way, the people in the other theaters will think that the 
audience seeing the horror movie is having a ball, and they'll 
want to see the movie too! Actually, the horror movie audience 
will be screaming in disgust . . . at yecchy stuff like this... 


These pizzas are really Well, PL 2 You got all the 
A delicious! Wait! There’s be darned!! luck! Shoot, I 

Z Øj something IN mine... !! Gy It’s a ring! ain’t never even 
= y A LILLE It—it looks /{ | found a pearl 
exchanging gifts! The oak trees were It’s a PRIZE! Like in Z| like aHigh | }| in an oyster 
kinda special to us Acorns! Until the a box of Cracker Jacks!! (| School ring! in this place!! 
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After grossness, my favorite gimmick in horror flicks 
is dumbness! Whenever idiots in horror films are 
confronted with danger, they must NEVER do the LOGICAL 
thing, like hopping in a car and getting out of there! 


Now comes the inevitable chase scene! Notice how 
the picture seems to be lurching, as though we're 
seeing the scene through the killer’s eyes! Well, 
that's not artsy-craftsy cinematography at work! 


That's booze at work! The cameraman isn't lurching! 
He’s staggering because he’s bombed as usual! 


the woods! If we beat him // h 
there, we might be safe!! a7 SS 
sed \ \ 
T W 4 
aaa MEL TE 
“l = 


us from those bushes! 
Let's get out of here! 


[N Sa =. 
2 Someone's watching 
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There’s a cabin deeper in FA 


Another sacred rule governing all horror films is: 
the victims must always get themselves into some 
place from which escape is absolutely impossible! 


This gives the audience a chance, while viewing the 
movie, to particpate in it by shouting encouraging re- 
marks like “Don’t go down there, you dumb schmucks!”’ 


Whoever it is has There aren’t any Good idea! There’s I! } | Maybe he’s just some 4 We'll take TIME 
followed us here! CLOSETS! Let’s [¥| probably no other Š kid working his way and TV Guide! 
Where can we hide? hide in the cellar! way out of there!! i through college... |` Just slip the 
| 7 : 7 selling magazine : applications 
| > LAN . i subscriptions ... !! under the door!! 
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Slaughter scenes in horror movies have to be very F Having the electricity turned on in a deserted cabin 
graphic because kids today are watching TV S doesn’t make much sense . . . but who said horror films 

instead of reading, and they aren't developing their ¢ had to make sense?! Besides, it’s always nice to see 

imaginations! They gotta see it. . .or there's no kicks! the killer get a murderous dose of his own medicine! 
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So now the maniac is dead, the wimp is alive, and > Now comes the pièce de résistance . . . the final shock 
everybody breathes a sigh of relief because it's MZ, a effect .. . a spectacular touch that ties up with the 
all over! Hah! Not by a long shot! Now we hit ’em Taka J Arbor Day theme! As the old lady chases our heroine 
with the shocking, cheap-shot surprise follow-up! into the storm, she gets crushed by a falling tree! 
N [YoU KILLED my Basy! You = E 
YOU KILLED MY BABY!! YOU — JUST BECAUSE HE HADA SPLIT 
KILLED MY BABY!! LOOK ff 
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I'm okay, but the others are all No need to worry—gasp— Ang iat 7 it! Ue like to'stayanc 
9| dead! Chopped meat! It seems that Sheriff! At least there rap, but I've got to store were on 
Al Druid A lying his M t hemical | my latest horror flick! It s called 
N Druid Acorn was supplying his Mom weren't any chemicals or G dhog D and it’s about a 
k| with meat to keep her restaurant | preservatives in 'em— jij! oei i oh pare: t Ai u d 
in business so she wouldn't have | gasp! Just fresh meat— ge if tha groundhog piei s 
1 | 
to sell out to those developers! gasp! Happy Arbor Day! N and sees his shadow, and there's this 
A crazed naturalist with a machete... 
but why spoil it for you!? You can all 
see it in your local theaters in about 
three weeks! In the meantime. . .Ciao! 


